
Post Committee Minutes 3/16/15

MUSCOGEE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY POST COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
March 16, 2015

Attendance

 

Present Absent,

Excused
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Unexcused

Guests
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Harry
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Adrian Chester Teddy Reese   Carlo Newroth  

Saundra Ellison Joyce

Richburg

  Linda Parker  

Mattie Hall Linda Richburg   Todd Robinson  

Sandra Hunley Tom Titus   John Van

Doorn

 

Patricia Lassiter Gloria Tyson      

Ella Lewis William Viruet      

Peggy

McCollum

       

 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Chair Brouillette at 6:40 p.m. at the AKA House in downtown Columbus,
Ga.
 

1. Roll Call vote with late arrivals resulted in 18 of the current 29 active Post members present for business
or 62% in attendance. 
2. Approval of January Post Meeting Minutes

The January 29, 2015 Post Meeting minutes were approved by Post members

3. Officer’s Reports



Treasurer’s Report - the treasurers report is a quarterly report so there was no full report to provide at the
March meeting but it will be available at the May meeting. Tom reported that the income for one bus for the
Selma trip was approximately $700; some additional expenses yet to be turned in might impact the final
number slightly. 
Tom indicated that he has created an invoice for Post members who have not paid their dues and he would
like to encourage everyone to pay their 2015 dues as an example for the general membership. The amount
for post members is $25 per year. 
It was clarified that members may pay their dues in installments, but when submitting payment, Tom asked
that members note that it is partial payment and keep track of the balance owed for final submission of dues
for 2015.
There were no other reports from officers standing committees.

 

4. Georgia Association of Democratic County Chairs (GADCC) Annual Meeting Report

On February 28, 2015, the annual meeting of the GADCC was held in Augusta, Georgia. It was organized
by Lowell Greenbaum, Chair of GADCC and he invited county chairs and up to two other party officers to
attend. Judy’s invitation to all Executive Committee members received affirmative responses from Patricia
Lassiter and Tom McDaniel, and the three of them represented MCDP at the meeting. 
Tom provided a brief report of the workshop citing several key subjects covered, one of which was that
county parties are not allowed to give campaign contributions to federal candidates. The only way that can
be done is if the county party has established a Federal Political Action Committee (PAC). 
Party bylaws and governance was covered and the stark contrast learned about how the Richmond County
Democratic Party (Augusta, GA) is organized was pointed out. MCDP members interested in learning those
differences may go to the website provided by Lowell at richmondcountydemocrats.com
Fund raising was emphasized as a critical mission of any county party and suggestions on ways to raise
funds were shared.
The importance of gearing up for the 2016 election and the use of VoteBuilder was also stressed.

 

5. Selma Trip

Patricia shared how significant it was for her to witness how all of us were true Democrats on that journey,
symbolizing the kind of work that we do as Democrats. It helped define us as a Party. We were able to
“strut ourselves” and the shirt that Adam Parkman created was another excellent way to communicate that
proud message by all of us from the Muscogee County Democratic Party. His shirt was a focal point of
conversation and picture taking for so many other pilgrims who came to Selma to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Bloody Sunday.
The opportunity for the six young boys on the trip, brought by Ronzell Buckner through his program of Turn
Around Columbus, was an amazing eyeopener for them and provided we adults an appreciation for the
critical role we own for helping educate our youth about the significance of hard won voting rights battles for
all americans. It was a life-changing experience for young and old.  

 

6. Storage Shed Break-in

The storage shed has been broken in to again, for the third time. Judy met with the manager, who provided
a more secure lock and two keys. There was discussion about cleaning the shed of unneeded items and
finding an alternative in order to save the $480 per year we are now paying in storage fees. No decision
was made to purge some storage items and relocate the remaining. 

 

7. State Committee Affidavits Signed in Cursive

The State Committee affidavit forms that were provided by the Democratic Party of Georgia, through
various DPG communications, did not have a signature line and thus were completed without a cursive
signature by all but two of the MCDP candidates who submitted affidavits in preparation for the elections on
2/21/15. The affidavits were submitted to DPG and a copy to Kattie Kendrick, 2nd Congressional District
Chair. The DPG accepted the original completed affidavits that they disseminated but Kattie indicated that a
signature is required and provided, for the first time, a form that requests a signature. Judy asked those
who ran for State Committee, and who had not signed the original form in cursive, to complete and sign the
second form.

 

8. Harry Underwood’s Presentation of Webmaster Proposal

Harry read portions of his proposal to provide webmaster services for $100 per month, and after discussion
about areas requiring closer scrutiny (termination clause, 10 hour threshold/month, etc.) it was
recommended that Post member, and attorney, Teddy Reese perform a gratis review of the proposal and

http://richmondcountydemocrats.com/


make recommendations for all parties to the agreement. 
Judy pointed out that Harry has been serving as our Party webmaster for a month without a contract and
should be paid for his services. 
Tom Titus made a motion, that was seconded, that Teddy Reese review Harry’s proposal with
recommendations and that Harry submit an invoice for one month of webmaster services provided to
MCDP.
Tom Titus asked that Harry complete an invoice form, provided to him, for Go Daddy web service charges
that Harry paid on behalf of the Party, and include on the form his fee for one month of webmaster services.
There was discussion about the importance of the MCDP Public Relations committee establishing the
protocol and guidelines for content and performance expectations for webmaster services. Close
communication between Harry and the PR committee chair, and representatives, must be maintained and
matters requiring escalation to the Executive Committee and Post Committee will be enumerated in those
guidelines.

 

9. Carlo Newroth’s report on a professional photographer for the JJ 

Carlo was scheduled to give a report recommending consideration of a professional photographer who
does quality work to the standard he feels desirable of our JJ event. Unfortunately, due to Carlo’s absence,
that report is tabled until the next Post meeting. 
Judy indicated that she would like to have JJ photography as a source of revenue whereby attendees
purchase a photograph of themselves with our distinguished awardee. 

 

10. Other Business

Dominick Perkins announced that Teddy Reese was running for President of the Young Democrats of
Georgia and that he is running as Executive Vice President. Their win would make them the first President
and Vice President of Young Democrats outside of Atlanta. Dominick and Teddy are trying to expand the
Young Democrats so they are not just an Atlanta Club. The convention is in Athens on April 19th and they
will be organizing delegates from Columbus, Albany and other parts of Southwest Georgia to attend the
convention. To assist with that transportation effort they will be doing fund raising, requesting contributions
from MCDP and individuals. 
Saundra Ellison indicated that we need an orientation of new members and the Post Committee Handbook
needs to be updated. Judy agreed and asked Saundra to proceed with the manual updates and orientation
program. After further discussion about who and how updates should be made, Tom Titus suggested that
the Executive Committee review the manual at the next Executive Committee meeting on 3/23/15 and
make recommendations.

11. Meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:50 p.m.
12. Next Post meeting on May 11, 2015 at the A.K.A House at 6:15 p.m.
 

Tom McDaniel
Recording Secretary
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