
Post Committee Minutes 1/29/15

MUSCOGEE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY POST COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
January 29, 2015

Attendance

Present Absent, Excused Guests

Val Almonord Tom McDaniel Adrian Chester Linda Parker Marlyne

Morrow

Alice Barkwell Bennie Newroth Pat Green Teddy Reese David Smith

Juanita Booker Carlo Newroth Maureen

Humphries

Joyce

Richburg

 

Judy Brouillette Dominick

Perkins

Sandra Hunley Todd Robinson  

Saundra Ellison Linda Richburg Doug McLeod Tom Titus  

Mattie Hall Gloria Tyson Cynthia Moffett William Viruet  

Patricia Lassiter John Van Doorn      

Ella Lewis James

Washington

     

Peggy

McCollum

       

 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Chair Brouillette at 6:40 p.m. at the AKA House in downtown Columbus,
Ga.
 

1 Approval of December Post Meeting Minutes

The December 15, 2014 Post Meeting minutes were approved by Post members.

 

2. Officer’s Reports

Treasurer’s Report - In the absence of Treasurer Tom Titus, Recording Secretary Tom McDaniel read the
Treasurer’s Report, after which he read the final financial report for the 2014 Jefferson-Jackson banquet.
Affirmative Action Committee - Linda Richburg gave a brief report and then mentioned that she was not
receiving her emails, which was addressed by validating her correct email address for future mailings.
Judy asked if there were any other reports from officers or any of the standing committees. There were
none.



 

3. Post Member Annual Donations

While annual membership donations are not obligatory, the decision had been made to request that Post
members donate $25 dollars per year rather than the usual $20 dollars. The additional five dollars from all
members would fund refreshments for post meetings and could potentially provide approximately $25
dollars per meeting to help fund nice refreshments.
Post members should send their donation to the MCDP PO Box in January or February.

 

4. Hospitality Committee

Post members willing to serve on a hospitality committee were asked to sign up. They would be responsible
for providing refreshments at Post meetings and would submit receipts for reimbursement. 

 

5. Committee Sign-Ups

Judy stated that she was very pleased with the large number of people interested in various committees
that members had signed up for. Her concern is that some individuals signed up for more than they might
be able to effectively serve on and requested that members go to the sign-up sheets available on the tables
and cross through all but their top one or two preferred committees. The intention is for all committees to
meet, as a general rule, between post meetings and report at the next Post meeting.
A request was made by Judy that all post committee members participate in at least one committee and if
they had not signed up for one yet to do so at this Post meeting.
Several members expressed concern about the formation of what they perceive to be a large number of
committees and questioned whether those committees would be part of the overall Outreach Committee,
currently chaired by Saundra Ellison. 
It was stressed by Judy that the standing committees will continue to function as before and that the
additional committees have been added due to the expressed interests of members, as evidenced by the
sign-up sheets that were circulated. It was pointed out that Saundra had made a report naming most of the
committees at the last Post meeting but they are not set in concrete. An effort has been made to determine
where peoples interests lie and to ensure those interests are being served. After the committee sign-ups
are finalized it will be determined how they might be combined with existing standing committees, as
appropriate.
A motion was made by John Van Doorn that the committees be reviewed and evaluated, as outlined, and
that they be presented, with a proposal, to the Post at the March meeting. There was a second to the
motion and it was approved.

 

6. Post Committee Nominations For Membership

Judy indicated that the Executive Committee had recently voted to increase our possible membership on
the Post Committee however the Post is seven people short without any consideration of expanding the
Post. To help fill those seven vacancies, four Post membership nominations have been received for
consideration.
John Van Doorn said it is the Post Committee and not the Board that decides the size and shape of the
Post Committee and read a section of Robert’s Rules of Order to support his claim. To which Judy
responded that at this time we are only filling a gap in membership by virtue of the seven vacancies.
Expanding the Post size is not on the agenda for this meeting but merely to fill vacancies based on the
current Post membership.
John Van Doorn at that point made a motion that the Post consider at its March meeting the size and shape
of the post committee. There were several seconds, at which time John asked if there was any discussion,
and then requested of the body, “All those in favor say “Aye.” Those opposed say “No.” The motion passed.
At that point Judy said that she was under the impression that she was conducting the meeting and not
John. 
Judy reiterated that the only thing presented at the Post meeting at this time were the nominations of four
candidates to join the Post to fill existing vacancies. We are not increasing anything. Each Post Committee
member received an email requesting nominations to the post.
Linda Richburg asked Judy if she was going to bring the motion to the floor, to which Judy indicated that the
motion regarding the size and shape of the Post Committee had already been voted on.
James Washington stated that we did not vote to hold the election and thought all of this had been tabled
until March. To which Judy said we tabled the question of increasing the size of the post until March. 
Judy reiterated that we are seven positions short of the minimum for our Post Committee as the bylaws
prescribe. We've had four people who were nominated for membership on the Post Committee. Three have
served as Post members in the past. Two were officers; one as Party Chair and one as Secretary. She
explained that we are not adding to the number on the Post Committee but filling the missing number that
we have. Judy reminded the members that the Post Committee members present have the right to vote for
or against those four people. 



John asked if we could learn more about these proposals, to which Judy stated that the first person was
unable to be here but her name is Barbara Jackson, who was Secretary of the party, member the Post
Committee, excellent worker. The second person is Jeanne Dugas, a long time member of the Muscogee
County Democratic Party, she has served as Chair of the party, and as a member the State committee. The
third person is Adam Parkman who is a former member the Post committee and has served as an
invaluable fundraiser for our party. The fourth person is Harry Underwood, who will be presenting a
program this evening on how he can improve our website. 
John Van Doorn then said there should be two weeks notice if there is going to be an election, and we also
need to consider the geographical diversity. As stated in the bylaws, there should be three members per
geographical District. He further stated that he did not get notice of of this election.
Dominick Perkins indicated that he received the notice about increasing the Post size on January 21, 2015,
which was eight days prior to our January 29th meeting. 
The notice referenced by Dominick included nomination forms with a request that nominations be submitted
on the form by return email prior to the 1/29/15 meeting to allow time to review the applications prior to the
Post meeting scheduled for 1/29/15. 
Judy asked if we have a motion that these four people be approved for Post membership, at which point
James Washington questioned if a quorum was present. 
John Van Doorn indicated that we needed to have 17 members present and Tom McDaniel disagreed,
stating that number should be 40% of the 29 current members or 12. James stated we needed 50% of our
membership to be present in order to achieve a quorum. 
Tom read Article III. Committee Operation, Section A. Meeting Requirements to support his contention that
a quorum of 40% of Post holders is what is stated in the Bylaws. He maintained that a quorum of members
remained at the meeting.
John then made the point that it is standard operating procedure for special elections that members be
provided two weeks notice and it must say “notice of election”. To which Judy said this is not an election as
of the end of the year but merely replenishing the deficit.
Judy indicated that due to the many disruptive comments that were out of order, there was a general air of
hostility in the room making it impossible to get anything accomplished. She then asked if there was a
motion that we wait until March for the Post committee elections. The motion was made, seconded, and
approved that Post committee elections be deferred until the March Post meeting. 

 

7. Bus Trip to Selma

Judy indicated that she had waited until this Post meeting to provide public notice about the buses going to
Selma to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Bloody Sunday because she wanted to give the Post
committee the opportunity to have a reserved seat on the bus. She mentioned that several of us had been
interviewed on WTVM that day, flyers have been put out in numerous public places, and we are
encouraging those from the NAACP, AARP, Harris County Democrats and other Democrats in adjoining
counties, to join us. Judy stated that people are coming as far away as Florida and South Carolina to ride
so any Post member interested in going should complete their application as soon possible.

 

8. Tickets for Rosa Parks Breakfast

Judy announced that we have tickets for the Rosa Parks breakfast on March 2nd. Every year we have
purchased an ad for the Rosa Parks program, and a table. We have some tickets available for purchase at
a cost of $35 per ticket. 

 

9. First Social Club Meeting on Monday, February 2, 2015

We will be meeting at Cafe Amici from 6 to 8 p.m. 

10. Web site Proposal
Judy pointed out that our website needs to be updated and that Harry Underwood, who made a proposal last year
that was considered too expensive, is making a presentation to the Post Committee at this time with a revised offer
of website services and price. 

Harry provided the Post members with an overview of the website services that he could provide
immediately and indicated that he had already researched many areas for improving our website, include
changing the platform that it is running on. 
At the conclusion of his presentation Harry proposed to conduct a redesign and initial upgrade for between
$400 and $500. Thereafter, he offered to serve as our webmaster for $100 per month.
A quorum of the Executive Committee was present at the Post meeting and authorized Harry to proceed
with a redesign and upgrade of our website. 
The proposal to contract with Harry for his webmaster services was delayed until the matter could be raised
with the Post Committee at the March meeting.



 

11. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
 

12. Next Post meeting on March 14, 2015 at the A.K.A House at 6:15 p.m.
 

 

Tom McDaniel
Recording Secretary

Agenda for Post Committee Meeting  1-29-15
 

 
I.    Call to Order - 6:30
    A. Welcome
 
II.    Roll Call - Secretary
    A. Request for phone numbers and best email address
    B. Late-comers check in with Secretary
 
III.    Minutes of December Post Committee    
    A. Additions or deletions to minutes? Motion to approve minutes
 
IV.     Treasurers Report
    A. Final Report on JJ
    B. Dues for Post Committee
 
V.    Other Officer’s Reports
 
VI.    Standing Committee Reports
 
VII.     New Business
    A. Elections of additional Post Members to fill vacancies. We are 7           
 members short.
    B. Bus Trip to Selma
    C. Tickets for Rosa Parks Breakfast on Mon., 3-2-15
    D. Web Site Proposal
    E. First Social Club meeting on Monday, 2-2-15, at Caffe Amici on Airport       
 Thruway
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